
“Once, Dobbs struck many as unimaginable. But if history teaches us anything,  
it is that Dobbs is just the beginning.” 

MURIEL SCHMID IS KRCRC’S FIRST EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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Having been active in supporting women’s reproductive 
autonomy in the years before Dobbs, we at KRCRC have 
watched with dismay the increasing efforts to elimi-
nate the rights of women to control their own bodies 
and health decisions. I am delighted to announce that 
we have appointed our first executive director, the Rev. 
Muriel Schmid, who will lead our struggle to restore 
and defend these rights. We will continue to work 
with all people of faith and conscience, and especially 
within religious communities, to combat the common 
misconception that all people of faith oppose abortion. 
The newly formed Faith Leaders’ Advisory Group has 
already responded to a hateful newspaper op-ed calling 

for Kentucky to make 
abortion a crime of 
murder; fifteen mem-
bers of the clergy 
signed the letter. 

Please let us know 
if you have ideas for 
how our community 
can engage in this ef-
fort.  Join us by lifting 
your voice to be heard 
or helping in some 
way if you have not 
yet done so.  Women’s 
lives depend on those 
of us who can act. 

KRCRC and I met at the Kentucky State Fair in August 
2018. This was my first State Fair ever, even though I 
had lived in the US for more than ten years—I grew up in 
Switzerland. I wandered around with curiosity and came 
across the KRCRC table, where a banner proclaimed 
“Religious Coalition for Reproductive Choice.” I had never 

seen those two things put together: “religious coalition” 
and “reproductive choice.” 

I was really intrigued, so I stopped at the table, chatted, 
and learned a bit about KRCRC. At that time, I was doing 
legal observation at the EMW clinic downtown Louisville 
and all the “antis” standing in front of the clinic every 
Saturday belonged to various religious groups. Meet-
ing a group of people who, because of their faith, would 
support reproductive choice was amazing. A couple of 
months later, I joined KRCRC’s Board of Directors. 

By Patricia Walker FitzGerald
A retired lawyer and judge, FitzGerald is 
chair of KRCRC’s Board of Directors.

By Muriel Schmid
A pastor and activist, Muriel Schmid is KRCRC’s 
new Executive Director.

Continued on page 5

– Mary Ziegler

The Reverend Muriel Schmid in the 
Swiss Alps
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OUR LEGAL FIGHT IS CRUCIAL*

RETHINKING ABORTION ACTIVISM IN 2025

A majority of the public favors the legalization of abor-
tion in some or all circumstances, but legislators are 
more than ever determined to ban or restrict it (or, 
in the salty words of State Representative Mary Lou 
Marzian, to “get into your uterus”).  So, how should the 
reproductive-rights movement go forward? In a Webinar 
on April 17, sponsored by KRCRC’s Louisville group and 
moderated by KRCRC board member Carol Savkovich, 
three prominent speakers addressed this question. 
 

Dr. Ashlee Bergin, an obstetrician 
and gynecologist who worked at 
EMW Women’s Surgical Center 
until 2022, deplored HB 90, a bill 
recently passed by the Kentucky 
General Assembly that purports 
to clarify state abortion laws but 
in fact leaves physicians open 
to criminal prosecution. Bergin 
urged health-care professionals 

to “be loud” in protest against the criminalization of 
medical care. Bergion also demanded the lifting of the  
destructive stigma on abortion – a goal toward which 
KRCRC, with its many connections to religious groups, 
can work effectively. She invoked rights of privacy  
and self-determination that are guaranteed by  
Kentucky’s constitution. 

With abortion still banned in Kentucky, the ACLU of Ken-
tucky is focusing on our case, Poe v. Coleman, which is 
making its way through the Court. Last year, the legisla-
ture failed to address Kentucky’s costly and dangerous 
abortion ban at all. This year, they saw fit to recognize 
the fact that this ban is killing people and dramatically 
impacting the state of reproductive health care, not just 
for patients, but for providers.

House Bill 90, a bipartisan bill that removes the require-
ment for freestanding birth centers to obtain a “Certifi-
cate of Need,” began as a bipartisan piece of legislation 
designed to help communities in Kentucky without 

regular access to a hospital or an OB/GYN. The bill 
sailed through the legislative process with no pushback 
until the final days of the session, when some lawmak-
ers attached another bill’s language to the freestanding 
birth centers law. 

At the eleventh hour, lawmakers and a single medical 
doctor, who runs a sports medicine clinic and does not 
currently practice medicine but claims to represent the 
view of the American College of Obstetrics and Gynecol-
ogy (ACOG), added eleven pages to HB 90. These pages 
include a requirement for hospitals and freestanding 
birth centers to make referrals for “perinatal palliative 
care” programs, something providers already offer. The 
language of the bill is vague and confusing and could 
open the door for even more government interference in 
Kentuckians’ most personal medical decisions. 

By Ann T. Allen
A KRCRC board member. Allen is the editor of  
Voice for Choice.

Continued on page 7

Continued on page 6

Continued from page 1

By Angela Cooper
Cooper serves the American Civil Liberties Union 
of Kentucky as Communications Director.

Not only is this bill, which became law without the Governor’s signature when the legislature 
overrode his veto, harmful and poorly constructed, but the methods used to pass it lacked any 
public input or transparency. When asked why there was such a rush to pass this slapdash mea-
sure, the answer was that supporters believed it would save people’s lives. We can then conclude, 
at a minimum, that anti-choice lawmakers are fully aware of the damage that Kentucky’s total 
abortion ban causes, but are unwilling to take appropriate steps to mitigate the disaster of living 
in a reproductive healthcare desert.

Dr. Ashlee Bergin

*The Spring  2025 issue was already in press when we were informed that the case of Poe v. Coleman had been dismissed.  
We await further developments.
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WAYNE’S WORDS

Dietrich Bonhoeffer (1906-1945), the great German 
Lutheran pastor, theologian, and martyr, is an historical 
personage relevant to our time, having stood in strong 
opposition to the Nazi regime.

Bonhoeffer studied at Union Theological Seminary 
in New York in the early 1930s, during which time he 
was involved with Harlem’s Abyssinian Baptist Church. 
There, he was confronted with the harsh reality of rac-
ism in America. There, he encountered the social gospel 
movement of Walter Rauschenbusch, and there he com-
mitted himself to standing up against injustice.

Back in Germany, Bonhoeffer 
found that his American experi-
ence had prepared him well to 
confront the Nazi policies and 
persecution of the Jews. He led 
the way in opposing the Nazi 
effort to co-opt the German 
Evangelical Church and was 
a founding member of what 
came to be known as the Con-
fessing Church, an anti-Nazi 
ecclesiastical movement.

Becoming more and more 
involved in resistance to the 
Nazi regime, Bonhoeffer was 

eventually implicated in a plot to assassinate Hitler, im-
prisoned, and executed just days before Hitler’s suicide 
and the end of the second world war.

In The Cost of Discipleship, Bonhoeffer’s brilliant  
exposition on the responsibilities of the faithful, he 
stressed that God’s children are always called to stand 
in solidarity with the oppressed, to strive for justice,  
and to stand up for what is morally and ethically right, 
the way of God.

Bonhoeffer urged the faithful  not just to “bandage the 
wounds of the victims,” but to “drive a spoke into the 
wheel itself!” His words speak to us today. As we resist 
the forces of injustice, not only in the area of women’s 
health and bodily autonomy, but in every area of our 
society today, may we drive the spoke, and drive it hard! 

 May it be so! Amen!

FAITH LEADERS’ ADVISORY GROUP
The Rev. Wayne A. Gnatuk and the Rev. Elwood Sturtevant announce that KRCRC has begun a new Faith Leaders’ 
Advisory Group. This group is composed of leaders in different denominations, faiths, and religious groups. We 
will encourage people of faith to speak loudly and clearly about reproductive rights,  and will provide them with 
resources and counseling. The group will meet by Zoom no more than three or four times a year. Those  who 
wish to join should get in touch with Gnatuk at wagnatuk@outlook.com or Sturtevant at elwoodstur@gmail.com.

“ We are not to simply 
bandage the wounds of 
victims beneath the  
wheels of injustice, we  
are to drive a spoke into  
the wheel itself!

Dietrich Bonhoeffer, while  
preaching a sermon that called  
the people of God to faithfully  
resist Hitler. 

By The Rev. Wayne A. Gnatuk
 

A retired pastor, Gnatuk is KRCRC’s Board 
Chair Emeritus.
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By the KRCRC Faith Leaders’ Advisory Group

In an April 21 Op-Ed in the Courier Journal, Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary graduate Anthony Langer 
shares opinions that are deeply troubling. He states 
that, in Kentucky, “Only abortion providers, not mothers, 
are prohibited from performing abortions.” The Ken-
tucky legislature, he writes, could have passed a law 
this spring which “would have made the same homicide 
laws that protect the rest of us protect preborn children 
too.” He assures us that the Supreme Court will not 
allow women under the age of 18 to be put to death for 
murder. He then asks, “How about adult women? Would 
the bill have subjected them to the death penalty? Only 
as much as any other murderer. It would have applied 
the same standard of legal protection to the preborn as 
to the rest of us, which is only logical since they are as 
human as the rest of us.”

Mr. Langer is entitled to his opinion, of course, but read-
ers should know that his views on abortion are not held 
by many ordained faith leaders in our community such 
as ourselves, members of Kentucky Religious Coalition 
for Reproductive Choice’s Faith Leaders’ Advisory Com-
mittee.

As religious leaders, we understand that opinions on 
abortion are often religiously based, and that not all 
people of faith agree on the issue. There is simply not 
one sole religious position on abortion. We identify three 
primary ones here: 

(1) Many in our state believe, as apparently does Mr. 
Langer, that life begins at the very moment of concep-
tion. That is their right, and they are fully entitled to 
practice it by refusing abortion in their own lives. Those 
of us who disagree – and statistically an overwhelming 
majority of Kentuckians do disagree - must respect 
that. However, our positions, stated below, must also be 
acknowledged and permitted in the name of religious 
freedom, even by those, like Mr. Langer, who disagree 
with us. 

(2) Some people of faith, most notably many of our 
Jewish brothers and sisters, among others, hold that 
life does not begin until the newborn baby draws its first 
breath. That’s based upon the Genesis account which 
states that “God fashioned humans from dust of the soil, 
and then breathed into his/her nostrils the breath of life, 
and thus man/woman became a living being.”  
(Genesis 2)

(3) Still other people of faith – and indeed some major 
religious denominations – believe that life begins when 
the prenate experiences “ensoulment,” the instilling of a 
God-given soul. Many of us believe that this takes place 
at the point of fetal viability.

The moral absolute of religious freedom demands that 
all three of the above positions be respected, and that 
the religious practice of adherents to each position be 
honored in both theory and practice

While you may argue that abortion is murder, Mr. 
Langer, and while you are free to proclaim that opinion 
in your own life, you do not have the right to force that 
view on others, including on people of faith who see it 
otherwise. To do so is to deny others the freedom of 
religious belief and practice that we all deeply value. It’s 
also misogynistic, patriarchal in the worst sense, totally 
lacking in the compassion God’s people are called to 
exhibit, and downright cruel as a willingness to deny 
women their bodily autonomy, even to the point of put-
ting them to death if they stray from one’s own misguid-
ed sense of righteousness. 

Members of the Committee:
The Rev. Lee Beckhusen, the Rev. Matt Bradley, the Rev. 
Charles Brockwell, the Rev. Kerry Clements, the Rev. 
Cindy Cushman, the Rev. Janet M. Ehrmantraut, the Rev. 
Deborah Fortel, the Rev. Douglas Fowler, Rabbi Ben Freed, 
the Rev. Wayne A. Gnatuk, Cantor Sharon Hordes, the Rev. 
Melissa Bane Sevier, Rabbi Robert B. Slosberg, the Rev. 
Elwood Sturtevant, the Rev. Mienda Uriarte

LETTER TO THE LOUISVILLE COURIER-JOURNAL 
THIS LETTER WAS PUBLISHED IN THE LOUISVILLE COURIER-JOURNAL, APRIL 29 (ONLINE EDITION). 
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KIM GREENE WINS NCJW’S LEVINE AWARD

Ever since she attended law school at 
the University of Kentucky, Kimberly 
(Kim) Greene has had what she calls  
“a passion” for the First Amendment 
to the U.S. Constitution—the amend-
ment that defined freedom of religion, 
speech, and association. Greene is 
this year’s winner of the Sonia and Dr. 
Ronald Levine Voice for Choice Award, 

given each year by the National Council of Jewish Wom-
en to a person or group who has “demonstrated courage 
of action and/or… made a significant contribution in the 
efforts of reproductive rights and healthcare justice in the 
commonwealth of Kentucky.” 

Greene was born in Ashland, Kentucky, attended Duke 
University, and after graduation worked as a teacher and 
then attended law school at the University of Kentucky. She 
became a partner at two law firms, first at Wyatt, Tarrant, 
and Combs, and then at Dinsmore and Shohl, a Cincinnati 
firm for which she founded its Louisville office. 

A powerful advocate of First Amendment freedoms, 
Greene has represented newspapers in cases involving 
such issues as access to public records, prepublication of 
news stories, and defamation claims. She has won many 
awards for this work, and  in 2023 she was one of only two 
non-journalists to be inducted into the Kentucky Journal-
ism Hall of Fame. 

Greene’s other passion is reproductive liberty. As a work-
ing woman, she soon realized that such hard-won rights 
as equal opportunity and equal pay often mean little to 
women who are deprived of the still more basic right to 
control their own bodies. Since the 1980s, she has held 
leading positions in Kentucky’s Planned Parenthood affili-
ate, which after several organizational changes now goes 
by the unwieldy name of Planned Parenthood Great North-
west, Hawaii, Alaska, Indiana, Kentucky (PPGNHAIK). 

At Planned Parenthood, Greene has held the positions 
of Vice Chair, Chair of the Governance Committee and 
co-chair of the Diversity and Equity Committee, and has 
served four terms as Chair of the Board of Directors. 
Greene led a capital campaign that resulted in the con-
struction of a new, mortgage-free building in Louisville and 
the beginning of abortion services at Planned Parenthood. 

For many years, Greene has spoken out in an increasingly 
hostile atmosphere. In 2017, she published an open letter  
in the Louisville Courier-Journal to then Governor Matt Bev-
in, an opponent of abortion rights.  The two did not agree 
on much, the letter concluded, but they shared a common 
aspiration—to improve the state’s economic development 
by giving young people the ability to acquire job skills and 
“navigate their way out of poverty…And to do that,” Greene 
argued, “they must be able to decide if and when to be-
come parents.” Bevin did not respond, but the letter rallied 
the pro-choice community, which Greene urged to elect 
more responsive political leaders. She has continued this 
mission ever since.

KRCRC congratulates Kim Greene on this award and 
thanks her for her years of courageous and productive 
service to the cause of reproductive freedom.

By Ann T. Allen
Ann T. Allen is a member of the KRCRC Board of 
Directors and the editor of Voice for Choice.

I left Louisville and KCRC’s Board for the Washington 
DC area in 2020, but my experience there motivated 
me to serve as a clinic escort for the past four years in 
Maryland. In the Fall, the state of Maryland passed a 
bill that enshrined access to reproductive choice as a 
constitutional right. Maryland is a safe state for fami-
lies coming from the Delmarva region as well as other 
neighboring states. 

However, as you know all too well, the struggle for 
reproductive choice continues elsewhere, and Ken-
tucky is one of the important battlegrounds. When I 
saw KRCRC’s call for an Executive Director, I got very 
excited: it meant that the organization was growing at 
a crucial time. Then I felt compelled to apply for the 
position and here I am, about to start in this new role! 

A Protestant theologian and a minister by training, I 
am an activist too. People are often afraid of mixing 

politics and theology. I believe that theology is by es-
sence a political act: one cannot talk about God without 
talking about justice for all and acting justly. I have been 
deeply influenced by the tradition of the Peace Church-
es and the many forms of Liberation Theology. I often 
felt confined in traditional congregational ministry and 
dedicated the past 10 years of my professional life to 
religious nonprofit organizations with a social justice 
agenda. Faith and spirituality are for me at the heart of 
our work for justice.

Coming back to KRCRC as the inaugural Executive Di-
rector is a logical and exciting next step on my journey. 
I am looking forward to reconnecting with the many 
activists and organizations in Louisville and working 
together with you for change, healing, restoration, and 
transformation.

CHANGE, HEALING, RESTORATION, & TRANSFORMATION

Continued from page 1

Kim Greene
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In 2024, Planned Parenthood locations in Louisville and 
Lexington saw a total of 4,955 patients. Across our six 
states, clinicians met with 106,133 in 150,161 visits.

PPGNHAIK faced unprecedented challenges in 2024, as 
reproductive rights and access to sexual health care 
continued to be threatened across the country. New 
abortion restrictions and legal battles in Idaho, Indiana, 
and Kentucky made it increasingly difficult to obtain 
necessary treatment. Our health centers and care 
teams worked tirelessly to adapt, and to ensure that 
patients received the care they needed and were able to 
exercise their right to make personal medical decisions. 

Despite these challenges, PPGNHAIK was able to ex-
pand essential health care services, ensuring people 
could receive care no matter where they lived. With 
growing demand for comprehensive reproductive and 
sexual health care, access to vasectomy services, gen-

der-affirming care, and telehealth appointments was 
strengthened and expanded across the affiliate. 

Abortion Access for Kentucky Residents

For PPGNHAIK patients in Kentucky – where restrictive 
laws limit access – pregnancy options consultations are 
available to help individuals navigate their care. Dedicat-
ed care navigators are ready to help patients find out-of-
state providers, ensuring they can access the services 
they need. Financial resources and support are also 
available to all patients seeking abortion care. 

By Natalie Hyatt
Hyatt is the Kentucky Philanthropy Officer of PPGNHAIK 
(Planned Parenthood of the Great Northwest, Hawaii, Alaska, 
and Kentucky). 

PLANNED PARENTHOOD SNAPSHOT

The lady at check-in was so warm and welcoming! She was so kind and pleasant to work with! 
The assistant and the provider were both so calm, patient, and compassionate. I have medical 
PTSD from multiple previous surgeries and do not tolerate pain well. They were both incredibly 
patient and understanding. I felt like I was a patient - not a number - which is refreshing! The 
staff were all phenomenal and I am beyond thankful for their care and empathy!!

Report of a 36-year-old Planned Parenthood patient, April 2025:

Continued from page 2

Amber Duke, the Executive Direc-
tor of the American Civil Liberties 
Union of Kentucky, announced 
that ACLU is preparing to chal-
lenge Kentucky’s abortion ban 
in the case of Poe v. Coleman, 
brought by a woman who was 
denied an abortion. Arguments  
invoke rights of privacy and 
self-determination that are guar-
anteed by Kentucky’s constitution.  

 

Mary Lou Marzian, now a member 
of Kentucky’s House of Represen-
tatives, warned activists not to 
waste energy on lobbying incum-
bent legislators—the majority will 
not change its stance. Instead, 
“change the faces in Frankfort” 
by encouraging pro-choice candi-
dates to run and supporting them.

In her concluding remarks, Savkovich urged the audience to support groups which are working for reproductive 
rights. She particularly mentioned Reproductive Rights for Kentucky PAC, which supports, endorses, publicizes, 
and funds pro-choice candidates.

RE-THINKING ABORTION ACTIVISM IN 2025

Demonstration in Frankfort, February 13, 2025

Amber Duke
Mary Lou Marzian

“
“
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SPEAKING OUT: ONA MARSHALL AND
THE KENTUCKY REPRODUCTIVE FREEDOM FUND

Ona Marshall was always concerned about social jus-
tice, but at first reproductive rights were not among her 
priorities. This changed when she moved to Louisville. 
Marshall, who was born in Michigan and has an MBA and 
expertise in several areas of medical technology, came to 
Kentucky as director of diagnostic services for Humana. 
When she married Dr. Ernest Marshall, who is among the 
founders of EMW Women’s Surgical Center, she found 
herself involved in many kinds of work at the clinic, in-
cluding its legal defense. 

 In 2015, EMW went to court to save its Lexington branch 
from an attack by then Governor Matt Bevin. When this 
alleged licensing dispute resulted in the closure of the 
branch, EMW Louisville was left from 2000-2020 as 
the state’s only provider of abortions. Planned Parent-
hood, which began to offer abortions in 2020, limited its 
coverage to fourteen weeks’ gestation; EMW’s coverage 
extended to twenty weeks. 

When the Dobbs decision in 2022 forced the clinic to end 
all abortions, the Marshalls joined with others to chal-
lenge the state’s ban, which Ona Marshall characterizes 
as one of the nation’s most extreme. Although this suit 
was denied by the Kentucky Supreme Court, the legal 
work continues.

Meanwhile Marshall focuses on a related issue—one that 
affects the quality of life in Kentucky in many areas, not 
only that of reproduction.  Kentucky is losing physicians 
in reproductive medicine and in other specialties as 
well. Many believe they cannot practice under the state’s 
harsh abortion laws, which threaten prosecution for 
many forms of treatment. 

The Kentucky Reproductive Freedom Fund (KYRFF), 
founded by the Marshalls in 2016, provides a platform 
for physicians and other health care providers to protest 
restrictions on medical care, not only for abortion pa-
tients but for those with many other conditions related to 
pregnancy and reproduction. In order to avoid possible 
legal problems in Kentucky, the Fund is incorporated in 
Colorado.

Ona Marshall has found many ways to get the message 
out. Starting in 2022, KYRFF has called on physicians 
and other medical professionals to make their voices 
heard during legislative sessions in Frankfort.  On March 
11, KYRFF held a press conference in the State Capitol, 
and two KRCRC board members, Fran Weinstock and 
Michelle Elisburg, attended. Trucks displaying digital pro-
choice messages and billboards attract attention in rural 
areas.

When asked if she was still hopeful despite setbacks, 
Ona Marshall declared that we must go forward because 
“you don’t get what you don’t fight for.” Health-care pro-
viders are an influential group, whom the public relies on 
for both care and accurate scientific information. They 
must speak out.

By Ann T. Allen
Ann T. Allen is a member of the KRCRC Board of 
Directors and the editor of Voice for Choice.

Continued from page 2

The addition to HB 90 also contains language and rhet-
oric rejected by medical professionals. It creates a lim-
ited list of emergency situations when abortion may be 
permitted to save the life of the mother. Pregnancy is 
complicated, and it is incredibly arrogant to presume 
a single list could encompass the myriad emergency 
situations that could occur during pregnancy.

Rather than leave medical decisions to a physician’s 
best clinical judgement, the bill prescribes an ambig-
uous “reasonable medical judgment” standard that 
will make doctors hesitate to provide life-saving care 
for fear of prosecution. And finally, the bill uses new 
definitions advanced by anti-science advocates who 
oppose in-vitro fertilization and birth control.

KENTUCKIANS’ MOST PERSONAL MEDICAL DECISIONS

KYRFF’s truck displays digital pro-choice messages.
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KRCRC’S MISSION STATEMENT

•	 The mission of the Kentucky Religious Coalition for Reproductive Choice (KRCRC) is to  
advocate for the right of all Kentuckians to exercise reproductive and religious  
freedom consistent with their beliefs. 

•	 We use advocacy, education and outreach to support access to reproductive health 
services, including abortion, and we make available information necessary to make 
informed choices. We oppose government interference in personal health decisions. 


