
“The science is settled: Mifepristone is safe and effective.” 
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I started in my role as KRCRC’s inaugural Executive 
Director in mid-May of last year. It has been a busy and 
exciting year! As you probably know by now, a lot of my 
work during the past twelve months has been about 
coalition-building, reaching out to allies and partners 
in the state of Kentucky and across the nation. We are 
developing meaningful collaborations and supporting 

each other’s efforts. Colleagues in other organizations 
have been extremely welcoming, and I am grateful for 
that. Joining KRCRC as its first Executive Director was a 
new challenge in my professional life and the work has 
been energizing. 

KRCRC is not isolated in its advocacy work for 
reproductive rights. At the national and regional level, 
we have been in conversation with Catholics for Choice, 
Faith Aloud, and Faith Choice Ohio in particular. At the 
state level, many groups and organizations are taking 
part in the conversation, notably the National Council of 
Jewish Women and its chapter in Louisville, the National 
Organization for Women and its chapter in Murray, the 
ACLU of Kentucky, All Access Eastern Kentucky, A Fund, 
Inc., and several others.

When I met KRCRC for the first time at the State Fair in 
August 2018, I thought that its combination of pro-faith 
and pro-choice commitments must be unique. 

Most people of faith and conscience, in fact, are strongly 
and explicitly pro-choice! We need to express outrage 
at the failure of the media and public discourse to 
represent this striking trend in public opinion. The 
latest study from the Public Religion Research Institute 
(PRRI) just came out and confirms the results that they 
published in 2024. 

Based on the 2025 data:

•	Six in ten Americans (61%) say abortion should be 

legal in most or all cases. 

•	The share of Americans who say abortion should 

By Muriel Schmid
Muriel Schmid is the Executive Director 
of the Kentucky Religious Coalition for 
Reproductive Choice.

– Dr. Blair Darney, Guttmacher Institute
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A friend recently forwarded me a column from The 
New York Times that stopped me cold. In it, Frank Bruni, 
writing on April 13, 2026, offers a pointed critique of a 
version of Christianity that blesses bombs, sanctifies 
war, and treats destruction as though it were somehow 
an act of faith.

My first reaction was theological. My second was closer 
to home: I have seen this before—not in the language 
of missiles and battlefields, perhaps—but in the calm, 
unyielding certainty with which some of our leaders 
claim to know God’s will for other people’s lives. (It is a 
remarkable thing—though by now hardly surprising—
how often what is proclaimed as God’s will turns out to 
be little more than a reflection of one’s own convictions.)

We hear it in rhetoric surrounding war, where those in 
positions of authority have spoken of military action in 
terms that leave little room for humility or restraint—
language invoking “no mercy,” at times even wrapped in 
explicitly religious imagery. And then we hear something 
strikingly similar—this time not in the language of war, 
but in the language used to govern our most personal 
decisions. In the debate over reproductive rights, many 
of these same voices speak with equal certainty—
again invoking divine authority, insisting that their 
understanding of God’s will must be written into law, 
and leaving little space for the lived reality, conscience, 
or autonomy of others.

There is a name for this pattern: Christian nationalism. 
By that I do not mean the simple presence of faith in 

public life, but something far more ambitious—and, to 
my mind, far more troubling: the belief that a particular 
interpretation of Christianity should govern the nation 
itself, shaping its laws, directing its policies, and defining 
what it means to be a moral citizen.

Once that belief takes hold, a great deal can be—and 
too often is—wrongly justified. War can be portrayed 
not merely as necessary, but as righteous, even divinely 
sanctioned. Violence can be clothed in the language of 
holy purpose. And at home, deeply personal decisions—
about health, family, and one’s own body—can be 
removed from individual conscience and placed under 
theological decree. In both cases, the logic is the same: 
we know God’s will, and we have the authority to 
enforce it.

It is precisely that certainty that gives me pause. The 
Jesus I follow did not command armies, did not wrap 
state power in divine mandate, and did not presume 
to rule over other people’s bodies. He spoke far more 
often of humility than of dominance, far more often of 
compassion than of control.

I am not alone in this view. Leaders across the Christian 
world—including the current pope—have cautioned 
against any attempt to fuse the gospel with the 
machinery of state power. The current pope and this 
happily retired Presbyterian pastor agree: a faith that 
seeks to dominate rather than to serve has already lost 
its way.

A faith that blesses bombs while denying women 
agency over their own bodies is not defending life. It 
is defining power—and calling it God. And that, I would 
suggest, is something else entirely!

WAYNE’S WORDS

by the Rev. Wayne A. Gnatuk
Wayne A. Gnatuk is Chair Emeritus of the 
KRCRC State Board of Directors.

be illegal in all cases has dropped, from 15% in 
2010 to 8% in 2025.

•	Majorities across most religious traditions say 
that abortion should be legal in all or most cases.

•	Only four major religious groups lack majority 
support for legalized abortion in all or most cases: 
Hispanic Protestants (40%), Latter-day Saints 
(31%), white evangelical Protestants (27%), and 
Jehovah’s Witnesses (21%).

These numbers are clear, and they show that a majority 
in our state, too, think that abortion should be legal in 
most or all cases. But making sure that Kentuckians 
hear the voice of the majority is our biggest challenge 
and we have a lot of work to do to win this battle. We 
need every single one of you to join our efforts, the 
efforts of an expansive, nationwide network of pro-faith 
and pro-choice individuals. We are grateful for your 
support! 

STAND WITH US AND MAKE YOUR VOICE HEARD!
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KATE CUNNINGHAM, FORMER PRESIDENT OF A FUND, 
RECEIVES THE LEVINE AWARD FROM NCJW

Kate Cunningham, one of Kentucky’s best-known 
advocates of reproductive rights, received the Sonia and 
Dr. Ronald Levine Voice for Choice Award at the Fourth 
Annual Advocacy-in-Action Jewish Voice for Choice 
Breakfast, at the Jewish Community Center, May 20, 
2026. The Louisville branch of the National Council of 
Jewish Women presents this award every year.

Kate Cunningham was invited to her first A Fund board 
meeting in 1997, was elected the group’s president in 
2010, and served until 2023, when Barbara Berman took 
over this office. Cunningham continued to serve on the 
board until January of 2026.

During Cunningham’s many years of service, A Fund 
developed and adapted itself to new circumstances.  A 
Fund’s central purpose is and has always been to assist 
Kentucky women by providing partial financial aid to 
those who needed abortions but were unable to pay the 
full cost. It does this chiefly by providing block grants to 
clinics that serve Kentucky patients.  

A Fund receives support from an increasing number of 
donors. Under Cunningham’s leadership, the number of 
patients served and the network of participating clinics 
expanded. 

A STILL MORE COMPLEX TASK

After the reversal of Roe v. Wade in 2022 triggered the  
current abortion ban in Kentucky, A Fund faced the still 
more complex task of providing access to, as well as 
funding for, abortions. Out-of-state travel added greatly 
to the costs that patients incurred. Under Cunningham’s 
leadership, A Fund added travel funding to the 
assistance granted to patients. It also moved in  new 
directions. A Fund now works with such allied groups as 
the Kentucky Religious Coalition for Reproductive Choice 
and the Kentucky Health Justice Network to provide 
contraception and to educate the public about self-
managed abortion. 

Amid a difficult, unpredictable, and often hostile 
environment, Cunningham has worked steadily and 
effectively for reproductive rights. KRCRC thanks her for 
her many years of faithful service to the people  
of Kentucky.

By Ann T. Allen 
Ann T. Allen is the editor of Voice for Choice.

Kate Cunniingham receives the Levine Award at the Jewish Community 
Center, May 20, 2026.
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The sailboat has long been a symbol of freedom. 
Thanks to the creativity and bravery of Dr. Rebecca 
Gomperts, Venny Ala-Siurua, and an international team 
of dedicated abortion care providers, the sailboat stands 
for freedom of choice for people seeking abortions 
where the practice remains illegal. 

The nonprofit Women on Waves (WoW) was founded 
in 1999 in the Netherlands by Dr. Gomperts and uses 
the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea 
(UNCLOS) to circumvent restrictive national laws. 
Twelve miles outside of any country’s marine border 
lie international waters where national laws are not in 
force and abortions can take place on ships licensed 
in a country where the practice is legal. Women on 
Waves uses their floating abortion clinic (licensed in 
the Netherlands where abortion is legal) to provide safe 
abortion care without violating domestic laws. The 2014 

documentary, Vessel, explores the fight waged  
by Gomperts and her team for international 
reproductive rights.

A GLOBAL COMMONS

Building on the principle of a “global commons”—  
a space that is outside national jurisdictions—Women 
on Web and Aid Access, two sister organizations, use 
the Internet instead of the high seas as a commons 
where people can access lifesaving information through 
international telehealth. Discreet shipments containing 
mifepristone and misoprostol, the two main drugs 
approved by the World Health Organization to safely 
terminate pregnancies in the first twelve weeks, are 
mailed from international pharmacies. 

Women on Web, founded in 2005, has provided abortions 
by mail to over 100,000 people in almost twenty 
countries. The group uses new technologies, including 
remote-controlled robots and aerial drones, to deliver 
abortion pills in situations in which other forms of 
delivery would be difficult or impossible.

These groups have redesigned these technologies, 
which are now mainly used for surveillance and war, 
to serve more liberatory purposes. Such organizations 
as Women on Waves, Women on Web, and Aid Access 
demonstrate possibilities for resistance in international 
spaces, whether the high seas or the Internet. Creativity 
and ingenuity can assist in the fight for bodily autonomy, 
safe access to abortion, and lives without fear. 

Sources:  
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-
SRH-22.1

https://www.womenonweb.org/en/news/press-
release-women-on-web-telemedicine-abortion-
service-turns-15/ 

WOMEN ON WAVES, WOMEN ON WEB

By Evan Shenkin
Dr. Shenkin, who teaches at Linfield University, is an environmental 
sociologist who studies movements for environmental justice and 
feminist cross-border resistance.

People who see KRCRC’s poster, which reads “Pro-
family, pro-faith, pro-choice,” are often surprised. 

The dominant role of conservative churches in public 
discussions often gives the impression that all religions  
condemn abortion and aim to restrict or ban it. In fact, 
however, the majority of religious groups, like the 
majority of the American public, support reproductive 
self-determination, including access to abortion, as an 
individual right. They regard the freedom of believers 

KRCRC CO-SPONSORS INTERFAITH FORUM ON RE-
PRODUCTIVE RIGHTS

By Ann T. Allen 
Ann T. Allen is the editor of Voice for Choice.
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and non-believers alike to follow their own, freely 
chosen ethical principles as a vital basis of the religious 
liberty guaranteed by the First Amendment.

Freedom of conscience was the theme of the Interfaith 
Forum on Reproductive Rights, held February 1, 2026 
and sponsored by the Justice Center of All Peoples 
Unitarian Church, by KRCRC, and by the Louisville 
Branch of the National Council of Jewish Women. The 
speakers advocated a wide variety of religions and 
also of secularist or atheist philosophies. Among the 
perspectives that the panel explored were those of 
Catholic dissidents, Jews, and many Protestants—“there 
is no Jesus without justice,” declared the Presbyterian 
pastor Shanea Leonard. Other viewpoints represented 
were those of SisterSong, an organization advocating 
reproductive justice (particularly for people of color), 
Buddhists, and pagans. Jim Potash, a freethinker, called 
for freedom from religion as well as freedom of religion.

For some time, KRCRC has identified itself as a “group 
of people of faith and conscience” that  “supports the 
right of individuals to make reproductive decisions 
that are based on their own moral and/or religious 
principles, not those of any government.”  That 
statement can be understood to include people who 
identify themsleves as humanists.

Humanism, sometimes called secular humanism, is 
a philosophy or an approach to life that, according to 
the American Humanist Association (AHA) “affirms our 
ability and responsibility to lead ethical lives of personal 
fulfillment that aspire to the greater good.”  Humanism 
is not a religion, though in some surveys of religious 
affiliation these days, “humanist” is a permitted 
response, and there are now credentialed humanist 
chaplains who often serve alongside chaplains from 
different religious traditions.   Some people who identify 
as humanists may also identify with a religious tradition.  
For example, there are many Unitarian Universalists 
who identify as humanists and there are humanist-
identified groups in other religious traditions, including 
Judaism, Buddhism, and nontheist Quakers.  

DEEPLY ROOTED HUMANIST VALUES

Humanists do not have a creed or controlling hierarchy, 
but are encouraged to do their best to make responsible 

decisions that take into consideration not just their own 
personal desires, but the well being of all. Given this 
background, it is not surprising that the AHA issued 
a statement condemning the U. S. Supreme Court’s 
2022 overturning of the Roe v. Wade precedent in Dobbs 
v. Jackson Women’s Health Organization. The AHA’s 
Executive Director insisted that bodily autonomy and 
self-determination are “deeply rooted humanist values 
that are critical for realizing an inclusive, pluralistic, and 
flourishing society.”  In addition, the arguments used in 
Dobbs may “provide a pathway to overturn decisions 
in important civil rights cases like Obergefell v. Hodges 
(which prohibits laws banning same-sex marriage) 
and Loving v. Virginia (which prohibits laws banning 
interracial marriage) among others.”

Humanist support for accessible, safe and legal 
abortion comes from an appreciation that life presents 
situations where the best decision for those involved 
may be the termination of a pregnancy, recognizing that 
the specific circumstances facing the pregnant person, 
their existing family members, and the future well-being 
of those people and other potential lives must be taken 
into account.  

Source: https://americanhumanist.org/press-releases/humanists-condemn-
anti-abortion-supreme-court-decision-in-dobbs-v-jackson-womens-health-
organization/

By Elwood Sturtevant 

Elwood Sturtevant, a retired Unitarian minister, is a KRCRC 
board member.

SECULAR HUMANISM AND REPRODUCTIVE CHOICE

From left:Ana’Neicia Williams (SisterSong), Angie Reed (Buddhist), Jim 
Potash (Freethinker), Bob Mueller (United Catholics), Shanea Leonard 
(PCUSA), Rabbi Matt (Reform Judaism), Lady Vanessa (Pagan)
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At Catholics for Choice (CFC), 
we believe that the reproductive 
healthcare students can 
access and talk about on 
campus shouldn’t depend on 
the religious affiliation of their 
school. Unfortunately, for far 
too many students on Catholic 
campuses, it does. That’s why we 
are organizing for reproductive 
justice on campus with students 
at many of the over 200 Catholic 

colleges and universities in the 
U.S., including Kentucky’s own 
Bellarmine University. 

THE STATE OF ACCESS
Last year, Catholics for Choice set out to address the long-
standing gap in research on contraception provision on 

Catholic campuses. We analyzed campus health center 
websites, called health centers, and surveyed health center 
staff at over 177 Catholic student health centers. What we 
found was striking. 66% of Catholic colleges and universities 
do not provide any contraception in their student health 
center [1], and an additional 17% don’t provide contraception 
for contraceptive purposes (that is, they provide it only for 
“medical” reasons). That means just 17% of Catholic student 
health centers provide contraception in their student health 
centers. In comparison 92% of American College Health 
Association member campuses provide contraception [2].

Students also face difficulty accessing resources off campus. 
As our research also found, anti-abortion pregnancy centers 
or “crisis pregnancy centers” are on average 7 times closer 
[3] to Catholic campuses than abortion clinics. These  
fake clinics are also closer on average than Title X clinics 
[3], which, at least for now [4], often provide low or  
no-cost contraception. 

Compounding these difficulties are university policies that 
restrict what students can do and say on campus. Many 
schools prohibit students from distributing contraception 
on campus [5]. Additionally, most of the students we work 
with cannot have their student organizations registered, 

ORGANIZING FOR REPRODUCTIVE FREEDOM ON 
CATHOLIC CAMPUSES
By Maddy Niziolek 
Maddy Niziolek (she/they) is an  
Organizing and Engagement Specialist for Catholics for Choice.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!

SUNDAY JUNE 14, 2026

KRCRC is hosting a virtual conversation with Venny Ala-Siurua, the Executive Director for Women on 
Web at 3:30pm (Zoom link will be sent later). Women on Web and Women on Waves were both founded 
by Dr. Rebecca Gomperts. We invite you to watch the documentary Vessel (2014, available on Amazon 
Prime) prior to the conversation and learn more about the work of Dr. Gomperts and her organizations. 
There is also an article in this issue of V4C on Women on Web and Women on Waves on pg 4.

For the second time, KRCRC and its Faith Advisory Leaders Group will march in the 2026 Kentuckiana 
Pride Parade in downtown Louisville. The Parade takes place in the afternoon and we are recruiting 
people, especially clergy members, to walk with us in the parade and carry our banners. Contact us if 
you can join us!

SATURDAY JUNE 20, 2026

Dallas Bonnet, Vice-President, 
Bellarmine Reproductive 
Justice Association
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On March 12, 2026,  our Kentucky Planned Parenthood 
Alliance Advocates (PPAA) team stood alongside supporters 
from across the Commonwealth at the Capitol for 
Reproductive Freedom Lobby Day — a powerful reminder that 
this movement is as strong as the people who show up for it.

From the start of the day, there was a sense of energy and 
purpose. Students from our Teen Council met with more 
than 10 legislators to share their perspectives, push policies 
that protect reproductive health care, and learn firsthand 
how change happens. These conversations underscored 
something we see every day — that young people are not 
just the future of this movement; they are now powerfully 
leading it. The rally opened with a message from Governor 
Andy Beshear and continued with a lineup of speakers whose 
voices reflected the breadth, passion, and strength of this 
community — from students and advocates, to lawmakers 
and partners. Stories of resilience, urgency, and hope echoed 
through the Capitol.

For the first time in this space, a Republican legislator stood 
with us and publicly shared her story of receiving care at 
Planned Parenthood. It was a moment that reflects the true 
attitudes of people in Kentucky — reproductive rights moves 
people across the aisle because it impacts everyone, no 
matter their zip code, religion or political affiliation. This was 
the result of years of organizing, relationship-building, and 
showing up as a community, again and again.

In Kentucky, abortion bans are not abstract policy debates. 
They shape the realities of our health care landscape every 

day — for patients, providers, and our local health care 
system itself. We’re seeing increasing efforts to criminalize 
pregnancy outcomes, restrict medication abortion, and push 
care further out of reach.

But our work in Kentucky is not just reactive. It is intentional, 
strategic, and proactive. Over the past several years, we’ve 
built a strategy that connects reproductive health care to 
broader public health outcomes such as maternal and infant 
health. Through sustained advocacy and by exposing the 
real-world impacts of abortion bans, we helped create the 
conditions for progress — including the passage  
of “Momnibus” legislation (HB 10), a comprehensive  
package of policies designed to improve maternal health 
outcomes and address related longstanding racial and 
geographic disparities.

Kentucky continues to prove something that too many 
underestimate: our communities value reproductive health 
care, and they trust Planned Parenthood. Alongside our 
communities, we are supporting one another, advancing 
access, lifting up new voices, and shaping what comes  
next — together.

P.S. To see how you can help protect health care access in 
Kentucky, visit: tinyurl.com/V4C-PP

A DAY OF ADVOCACY, COMMUNITY, AND MOMENTUM
By Keenan Beckhart
Keenan Beckhart is the Kentucky Philan-
thropy Officer of Planned Parenthood 
Great Northwest, Hawaii, Alaska, Indiana, 
Kentucky (PPGNHAIK)

which means they are locked out of receiving funds and 
access to university spaces and resources. 

WHAT WE ARE DOING ABOUT IT
The landscape for students on Catholic campuses is difficult, 
but as people of faith who support reproductive freedom, 
we are called to act, and so are many students. Across the 
country, Catholics for Choice is organizing with students 
to change university policies and create a landscape that 
supports reproductive freedom on campus. 

Last year, as part of this work, CFC visited the Louisville 
campus of Bellarmine University to speak with students about 
what pro-choice Catholicism is. We aren’t always allowed on 
campus (when we visited Loyola University Chicago, we had to 
host our workshop at a nearby public library), so when we are, 
it is extra special. Emboldening students with the knowledge 
of pro-choice Catholicism is one of the ways that we work 

to dismantle the narratives of the Catholic church and their 
school administrations around reproductive freedom. 

If you are a student, you can learn more about our work 
on campuses and off at catholicsforchoice.org/students. 
However, there is a role for all of us in fighting for 
reproductive freedom on campus! We need our alumni, 
parents, and off-campus allies, too. Get involved at 
catholicsforchoice.org. 

Sources:
1. https://theoverreachmonitor.substack.com/p/the-bishops-and-students-
birth-control?utm_source=publication-search
2. https://www.acha.org/wp-content/uploads/CY2023_SHSS_FINAL_REPORT.
pdf
3. https://theoverreachmonitor.substack.com/p/the-fake-clinic-next-
door?utm_source=publication-search
4. https://jessica.substack.com/p/heres-how-trump-bans-birth-control
5. https://thefordhamram.com/news/usg-pushes-for-contraceptive-policy-
amendment/

KRCRC board member Elwood Sturtevant and Executive Director 
Schmid (second row)
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KRCRC’S MISSION STATEMENT

•	 The mission of the Kentucky Religious Coalition for Reproductive Choice (KRCRC) is to  
advocate for the right of all Kentuckians to exercise reproductive and religious  
freedom consistent with their beliefs. 

•	 We use advocacy, education and outreach to support access to reproductive health 
services, including abortion, and we make available information necessary to make 
informed choices. We oppose government interference in personal health decisions. 


